
The growth of parliamentary government; the influence of Prussian mil-
itarism; industrialisation; social reform and the growth of socialism; the 
domestic importance of the Navy Laws. 



The German Constitution: The German Empire was created in 1871 and ran until 1918 
(when WWI ended). Kaiser Wilhelm II ran the nation from 1888 until he abdicated  on 
November 9th 1918. 

The constitution (the way a country is run) made the Kaiser an extremely powerful man. 
In 1871, when the German Empire was created, the Kaiser was the most powerful individ-

1) At the very top of the chain of 
power was the Kaiser. He was the 
leader of the army, dealt with for-
eign policy and could pick and choose 
his chancellor. He could also dissolve 
(stop listening to) the Reichstag at 
any time. 

2) Beneath him was the Chancellor 
(the person who ran the govern-
ment). This was the second most 
powerful position; the Chancellor 
made new laws (legislation) and was 
more powerful than the Bundesrat 
and the Reichstag. He was chosen by 
the Kaiser. 

3) The Bundesrat was made up from 
members from each German state (a 
state is like a large county). If any 
new law was to be passed the Bun-
desrat had to approve. But the Kai-
ser could still over rule the Bundes-
rat. 

4) At the very bottom of the power 
system was the  Reichstag. They 
couldn’t make new laws but could 
pass or reject laws handed down by 
the Bundesrat. Members of the 
Reichstag were elected every 3 
years and then every 5 years after 
1888. They had no say in who the 
chancellor was or who served in the 
government. 

 

The Kaiser hated democracy and disliked working with the 
Reichstag. He  preferred to put his trust within the army and 
relied on military advisors to help him make significant deci-
sions. 

The Prussian army had helped Germany become one country in 
1871 (unification). Up until 1871 Germany was split into lots of 
independent states Prussia was one of these states. Wilhelm 
admired the Prussian military and this influenced him to invest 
in policy of militarism. This meant that he put a lot of money 
into his Army and Navy. He then used the military to spread 
Germany’s influence. Wilhelm wanted to make Germany a super 
power and believed the upper classes had the most power in 
Germany. 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE: Like lots of European countries, in the 1800s 
Germany’s economy grew and the country became modernised due to industrialisa-
tion. Between 1890 and 1914 the production of Germany’s coal out put doubled and 
as a nation Germany became responsible for two-thirds of the world’s steel produc-
tion. 

Workers were treated horrendously and became aware of their strength as part of 
the working class. Socialism grew as a political idea (ideology) because it promised to 
help working classes. The Social Democrats (SPD a political party became very popu-
lar 



During the late 1800s and early 1900s the 
population of towns and cities grew and grew. 
This meant the working classes also began to in-
crease in size. The working classes wanted better 
working conditions as well as improved living con-
ditions. The workers also wanted industries to be 
regulated.  

The government that was in place during the Kai-
ser’s reign were reluctant to pass any reforms to 
industries because they were afraid there would 
be an increase in socialist ideas. That meant 
groups that promised change for workers became 
more popular.  

In 1887 the Social Democratic Party (SPD) had 
just 11 seats in the Reichstag, by 1903 it had 81 
seats. Workers unions also became more popular 
by 1914 there were 3.3 million members in work-
ers unions. 

The SPD and Unions promised to work with the 
government but the Kaiser wasn't interested. 

German politics  

became more unstable and more radical. The upper classes be-
gan to worry about the size of the working classes . They 
thought their position was under threat. As support for the 
SPD grew, it also triggered a n increase in nationalist groups 
too. 

This made things very awkward for the Kaiser—he knew he had 
to keep the upper classes happy as they supported him but also 
realised he had to introduce reforms to stop a revolution. The 
SPD also refused to pass laws in the Reichstag. 

The Kaiser tries to keep everyone happy: the Kaiser 
introduced some reforms such as the Workers’ Protec-
tion Act which was introduced to make the work place a 
lot safer for workers.  He also tried to increase support 
for the Navy and the Army by introducing a law called 
Weltpolitik. The Kaiser thought these political decisions 
may increase support for the government. However, by 
1912 the Social Democrats were the biggest party in the 
Reichstag. But the increase in the Navy made people feel 
patriotic there were now 19 battleships and in 1900 
there were plans to increase the Navy over 17 years. 

The SPD had VERY 
different  political 
ideas compared to 
the Kaiser. They 
thought the workers 
needed more rights 
and thought the up-
per classes had too 
many privileges . 

FURTHER FACTS SURROUNDING .THE NAVY 
LAWS: In 1898 the first Navy Law was passed. Its 
eventual aim was to build a GREAT NAVY to rival 
Great Britain's. Germany increased their NAVY to 19 
Battleships.  

In 1900 the Reichstag passed another Navy La,w 
which put a 17 year navy expansion programme into 
place. 

The government used propaganda to promote the 
Navy Laws and inspire patriotism.  

The laws were popular amongst nationalists. When 
socialist spoke against the laws they were viewed as 
unpatriotic. In 1907 the SPD lost 36 seats  in the 
Reichstag.  BUT by 1912 the SPD had grown again. 

 



Q1 - What does constitution mean? 

a) the way a country is run 

b) an old fashioned book 

c) when someone cannot go to the toilet 

d) an old ship 

Q2 - When was the German empire created? 

a) 1870 

b) 1871 

c) 1918 

d) 1914 

Q3 - When did the Kaiser abdicate? 

a) November 9th 1918  

b) November 11th 1918 

c) November 5th 1918 

d) September 6th 1918 

Q4 - Who led the old German constitution 

a) The Kaiser  

b) The Bundesrat 

c) The Reichstag 

d) The army 

Q5 - What was the second most powerful position in 

Germany after the Kaiser? 

a) The Imperial Parliament 

b) The Chancellor 

c) The Bundesrat 

Q6 - What was the role of the Chancellor? 

a) Lead the army 

b) Ran a German state 

c) Made new laws  

d) summoned the imperial parliament 

Q7 - How would describe a German state? 

a) a mess 

b) a country 

c) a border 

d) a large county  

Q8 - what was the role of the Bundesrat? 

a) to mimic animals like rats 

b) to run the army 

c) approve new laws  

d) design roads 

Q9 - Who was at the bottom of the power system? 

a) the chancellor 

b) the Imperial Parliament 

c) the Bundesrat 

d) The Reichstag 

Q10 - Which group did the Kaiser prefer on the pow-

er system? 

A) the army  

b) the Reichstag 

c) the Bundesrat 

Q11 - Which army had helped Germany become one 

country in 1871? 

a) The Russian army 

b) The Prussian army  

c) The Cushion army 

Q12 - what does militarism mean? 

a) where you make friends with other nations 

b) when you are proud of your nation 

c) when you spend the majority of your nation's mon-

ey on your armed forces 

Q13 - which classes did Kaiser Wilhelm II admire the 

most? 

a) working 

b) middle 

c) none 

d) upper  

Q14 - How much of the world's steel came from 

Germany in 1914? 

a) two-thirds 

b) a quarter 

c) all 

d) 3/4 

Q15) - what new political belief system began to 

grow in at the beginning of the 1900s? 

a) Democracy 

b) Liberalism 

c) Socialism  

d) Dictatorship 

Q16) - which political party became very popular due 

to the growth of Socialism? 

a) the KPD 

b) the NSPD 

C) the SPD  

d) the Bundesrat 

Q17) - which class system grew in the 1800s and the 

early 1900s? 

a) the middle classes 

b) the upper classes 

c) the underclasses 

d) the working classes 

Q18 - what two things did the working classes want 

the most 

a) improved living and working conditions 

b) more food 

c) new clothes 

d) the chance to serve in the army 

Q19 - what was the government afraid of in the 

Kaiser's era? 

a) Liberalism 

b) democracy 

c) Socialist ideas 

d) dictatorships 

Q20 - How many seats in the Reichstag did the SPD 

have by 1903? 

a) 11 

b) 92 

c) 81 

d) 11 

Q21 - What also became more popular in the early 

1900s? 

A) workers unions 

b) dictators unions 

c) flags 

d) rugby union 

Q22 - How many members were there in Workers 

unions by 1914? 

a) 3.3 million 

b) 33 million 

c) 3 million 

d) 30,000 

Q23 - what also increased when the size of the work-

ing classes increased? 

a) nationalist groups 

b) liberal groups 

c) middle classes 

d) upper classes 

Q24 - What "Act" did the Kaiser introduce in order to 

keep the Working classes happy? 

a) Workers' Protection Act 

b) Nuremburg Act 

c) The Enabling Act 

d) Class Act 
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